
Alma City Commission
Alma, Michigan

April 13, 2021

Mayor Mapes called a regular meeting of the Alma City Commission to order at 6:00 p.m. The virtual meeting

was held via Zoom.com and livestreamed through the City of Alma's YouTube channel. A quorum of the

Commlssion was present via Zoom for the meeting.

Roll Coll
Present: Roger Allman (Alma, Ml), Roxann Harrington (Alma, Ml), Greg Mapes (Alma, Ml), Nick Piccolo

(Storm Lake, lA), Michelle Pitts (Alma, Ml), and Danny Wernick (Alma, Ml). All appeared via

Zoom.

Absent: Audra Stahl (excused).

Mayor Mapes called for deletions or additions to the agenda. Nonewere suggested.

Following roll call, Mayor Mapes led those present in a recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance to the United

States of America.

Approvol of Minutes
Motion by Commissioner Allman, seconded by Vice-Mayor Harrington, to apProve minutes of the regular

meeting of March 2!,2021as presented. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Yes: Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.

No: none.
Absent: Stahl.

Petitions
Communications
Heorings
2021-0046 Motion by Commissioner Piccolo, seconded by Commissioner Pitts, to set a public hearing

for Tuesday, May LL,zozL at 5:00 p.m', or as soon thereafter as the agenda will allow, to
consider a Special Assessment Roll for unpaid charges for noxious weed cuttinS, sidewalk

replacement, and utility billing charges for 2020.

Yes: Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.

No: none.
Absent: Stahl'
Resolution declared adopted.

2021.0047 Motion by Commissioner Pitts, seconded by Vice-Mayor Harrington, to set a public hearing

lot May lL,202L at 6:05 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the agenda will allow, to review the
Proposed FY 2022 Alma City Budget and related property tax millage rates.

Yes: Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.
No: none.
Absent: Stahl.
Resolution declared adopted,

Consent Agendo
Requests for Purchase
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Motion by vice-Mayor Harrington, seconded by Commissioner Piccolo, to adopt a resolution
to approve a request for purchase to D & K Truck company in the amount of s81,651.00,
using MiDeal pricing, for a new cab and chassis for a new Public Works underbody blade
truck,
Yes:

No:
Absent:

Yes:

No:
Absent:

Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.
none,
Stah l.

2027-0049

2021-0050

Yes:

No:
Absent:
Resolution declared adopted.

Recommendotion on Bids

Resolutions

2021-0051

Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.
none.
Stahl.

Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.
none.
Stah l.

Resolution declared adopted.

Motion by Commissioner Allman, seconded by Vice-Mayor Harrington, to adopt a resolution
to approve a request for purchase to Kennedy lndustries in the amount of $18,250 for two
replacement pumps for Lift Stations 9 & 10, with costs to be reimbursed byArcada Township,

Resolution declared adopted.

Motion by Commissioner Pitts, seconded by Commissioner Piccolo, to adopt a resolution to
approve a request for purchase to Robinson Electric in the amount of s19,000 for valves and
installation of two replacement pumps for Lift Stations 9 & 10, with costs to be reimbursed
by Arcada Township.

RESOLUTION CONCURRING IN THE COUNTY OF GRATIO?S APPROVAT OF A BROWNFIELD

PLAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF ACT 381 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF THE

STATE OF MICHIGAN OF 1995, AS AMENDED

The following resolution was offered by Commissioner Allman, seconded by Commissioner
Pitts:
WHEREAS, Gemini Capital Management Vll, LLC, has purchased 220 E. Superior Street, Alma,
Michigan, Parcel # 51-031-276-00 to redevelop a 2-story,4,246 square foot, functionally
obsolete, building. This building will be completely renovated to include a barber shop and an

office space unit on the first floor.
wHEREAS, the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority of the County of Gratiot, Michigan,
pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions ofthe Brownfield Redevelopment Financing

Act, being Act 381 of the Public Acts of the State of M ichigan of 1996, as amended (the "Act"),
has found the 220 E. Superior Street Redevelopment Project to be in compliance and meets

the following determinations and finding:
A. The Plan constitutes a public purpose under the Act;
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B. The Plan meets allof the requirements for a Brownfield Plan set forth in Section 13 of
the Act;

C. The proposed method of financlng the eligible activities, as described in the Plan, is

feasible and the Authority has the ability to arrange the financinB;

D. The costs of the eligible activities proposed in the Plan are reasonable and necessary

to carry out the purposes of the Act;

E. The amount of captured taxable value estimated to result from the adoption of the

Plan is reasonable; and

WHEREAS, The Brownfield Redevelopment Authority of the County of Gratiot recommends

approval of 220 E. Superior Street Redevelopment Project.

WHEREAS, the City of Alma Council concurs in this approval and recommendation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. Plan Approved. The Brownfield Plan described as 220 E. Superior Street Redevelopment

Project has been approved by The Brownfield Redevelopment Authority of the County

of Gratiot in the form attached as Exhibit "A" and recommended for consideration by

the Board of Commissioners of Gratiot County pursuant to the Act.

2. Compliance with the Act. The Project constitutes a public purpose and complies with all

the requirements set forth in Section 13 of the Act.

3. Concurrence, The City Council of Alma concurs with this recommendation and approval.

4. Reasonable and Necessary. The Project is reasonable and necessary to carry out the
purposes of Act.

5. Severability. Should any section, clause or phrase of this Resolution be declared by the

Courts to be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this Resolution as a whole

nor any part thereof other than the part declared to be invalid.

6. Repeals, All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with any of the provisions of this

Resolution are hereby rePealed'

Upon a vote for the adoption of said resolution, the vote was:

Yes: Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.

No: none.
Absent: stahl.
Resolution declared adopted.

20214052 RESOTUTION TO CONTINUE TO CONDUCT VIRTUAT PUBTIC MEETINGS

A motion was offered by Vice-Mayor Harrington, seconded by Commissioner Allman:

WHEREAS, Gratiot County has seen a rise in cases of COVID-19 since March 31, 2O2l; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission desires to conduct the public business of the City in a manner

so as not to place at risk members of the public, City staff, or members serving on public bodies

of the City; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 3(2) of the Open Meetings Act which permits a public body to

meet by electronic or telephonlc (virtual) mea ns upon declaration of a local state of emergency

or state of disaster lf meeting in person would place at risk the personal health or safety of
members of the public or members of the public body;
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WHEREAS, because, depending on the agenda at any given City Commission meeting,
attendance at said meeting might exceed that, that would allow for appropriate social

distancing, thus placing attendees at said meeting at risk; and

WHEREAS, on December 1, 2020 the Gratiot County Board of Commissioners adopted
resolution No. 20-258, To Resume the Declaration of a State of Emergency for the County of
Gratiot in response to COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, the City of Alma is a municipality within Gratiot County; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT RESOwED, THAT the City Commission and all other public bodies of
the City may continue to meet by electronic and telephonic (virtual) means upon publishing
proper notice to the general public.

Yes: Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.
No: none.
Absent: Stahl.
Resolution declared adopted.

2021-0053 RESOLUTION REVOKING MEDICAL MARIHUANA FACILITY PROVISIONING TICENSE

A motion was offered by Commissioner Allman and seconded by Commissioner Piccolo:

Whereas, On December 10, 2019, Woody's Nursery, lnc. was given Provisional Approval
Llcenses for a Medical Marijuana Grow Facility and a Medical Maruuana Processing Facility
within the City of Alma; and
Whereas, Woody's Nursery, lnc. was the first to successfully apply for a Grow and Processing
Provisional License after the initial Medical Marijuana Facility License Application period,
which ended on March 29,20791, and
Whereas, The Provisional License required that within one year the entity must acquire a

Certificate of Occupancy and inspection approval from the Marijuana Regulatory Agency, this
date originally being December 10, 2O2O; and
Whereas, On December 22, 2020, an appeal was made to the Alma City Commission to
extend the deadline due to the COVID-19 shutdown and slow-down of construction and
construction supplies. The City Commission granted this request by passing a motion to
extend the deadline six month to Ju ne 22,2027; and
Whereas, On March 11, 2021, James Courtney representing Woody's Nursery, lnc. contacted
City of Alma Staff to withdraw their claim to a Medical Marijuana Grow Facility Provisional
License and a Medical Marijuana Processing Facility Provisional License within the City of
Alma; and

Therefore, The Medical Marihuana Facility Provisional Licenses granted to Woody's Nursery,
lnc. are hereby revoked and no longer valid within the City of Alma.

Yes: Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.
No: none.
Absent: Stahl.
Resolution declared adopted.
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202L4O54 Arbor Day Resolution

The following resolution was offered by Vice-Mayor Harrington, and seconded by

Commissioner Pitts:

Whereas, in 1872 J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture that a

special day be set aside for the planting of trees, and

Whereas, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more than a
million trees in Nebraska, and

Whereas, Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world, and

Whereas, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cut heating

and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce oxygen and provide

habitat for wildlife, and
Whereas, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel for our

fires and countless other wood products, and

Whereas, trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of business

areas, and beautify our community, and

Whereas, trees are a source ofjoy and spiritual renewal, and

Whereas, the City of Alma has been recognized as Tree City USA by The National Arbor Day

Foundation and desires to continue its tree-plantinB ways, and

Whereas, the City of Alma will be planting trees within the City of Alma.

Now, Therefore, the City commission of the city of Alma does hereby proclaim April 29, 2021,

as ARBOR DAY in the City of Alma, and urges all citizens to support efforts to protect our trees

and woodlands and to support our city's urban forestry program, and

Further, we urge all citizens to plant trees to gladden the hearts and promote the well-being

of present and future.

Yes: Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.

No: none.
Absent: Stahl.
Resolution declared adopted.

ordinonces
Agreements
Reports
Motion by Commissioner Pitts, seconded by Commissioner Allman, to receive the following reports: Alma
police Department March 2021 Report, Alma Transit March 2021 Report, Building Permits Report for March

2021, Planning commission Minutes of April 5, 2021, and City Manager's April 9, 2O2L Report' Motion
carried with a voice vote.
Yes: Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and wernick'
No: none.
Absent: Stahl.

Appointments
Unfinished Business

New Business
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Motion by Commissioner Piccolo, seconded by Vice-Mayor Harrington, to adopt a resolution
to set a special meeting forApril 20, 2021at 5:00 p.m. for presentation ofthe FY 2022 Annual
Budget and May 18, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. for review of the proposed budget, if necessary,

Resolution declared adopted.

City Manager provided background on the new Finance Policies and Procedures. Brief discussion was held as

there was some concern from Commission members about approving procedures. ln the past, the Commission
has avoided formal approval of procedures so they could be adjusted by staff as necessary.

2021-0056 Motion by Commissioner Piccolo, seconded by Commissioner Allman, to adopt a resolution
approving the City of Alma Finance Department Policies, and endorse appended
procedures.

2021-0055

Yes:

No:
Absent:

202L.{057

Yes:

No:
Absent:

Yes:

No:
Absent:

Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.
none.
Stahl.

Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.
none.
Sta hl.

Resolution declared adopted.

Motion by Commissioner Allman, seconded by Commissioner Pitts, to receive reports concerning the
establishment of Special Assessment District 1 of 2020 for construction of sanitary sewers leads and Special
Assessment Distrid*2 ol2O2Otot construction of sidewalk on lowa Street in conjunction with the 2020lowa
Street Capital lmprovement Project, and Special Assessment District #1 of 2021 for construction of sanitary
sewer leads on Francisco, in conjunction with the Francisco Avenue sanitary sewer replacement project.

David Ringle, Public Services Director, gave three presentations concerning the proposed special assessment
districts.

Ringle answered questions from the Commission, and a brief discussion was held after the lowa Sidewalk
presentation about closing the gap in sidewalk on Charles Avenue between the driveway of Alma Container
and the rail trail. Ringle will look at scheduling that project sometime in the near future.

Motion to receive reports carried with a voice vote.
Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.
none.
Stah l.

The following resolution was offered by Commissioner Allman, seconded by Vice-Mayor
Harrington:

Whereas, the Clty Commission has ordered the City Assessor to prepare special assessment
rolls on as-built costs for the purpose of assessing the special assessment district's
share of the cost of the 2020 CIP lowa Street Sanitary Sewer Leads Construction
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Project in Special Assessment District No. 1 of 2020, 2020 CIP lowa Street Sidewalk
Construction Project in Special Assessment District No. 2 of 2O2O, and Francisco

Avenue Sanitary Sewer Leads Construction in Special Assessment District No. 1of
202L.

Now, Therefore Be lt Resolved, that:
1. The City Commission shall meet remotely on May 11,2021 at 6:00 p.m., for the

purpose of reviewing said special assessment rolls.

IPursuant to Section 3(2) of the Open Meetings Act which permits a public body to
meet by electronic or telephonic mea ns upon declaration of a local state of emergency
or state of dlsaster if meeting in person would place at risk the personal health or
safety of members of the public or members of the public body. The Gratiot County
Board of Commissioners, under Resolution 20-258 Resumed a Declaration of a State
of Emergency for Gratiot County d ue to the COVID-19 pandemic in December of 2020,
therefore, the Alma City Commission meeting scheduled for May 11,2021 shall take
place via the Zoom application to mitigate the continued spread of COVID-19 in our
community.l

2. The specialassessment rolls and the reports ofthe City Manager concerning said
public improvements shall be filed with the City Clerk and shall be available for public
examination.

Resolution declared adopted.

Appropriotions
2021-0058 Motion by Commissioner Piccolo, seconded by Commissioner Pitts, to adopt a resolution

approving Warrant No, 2l-7 and authorizing the City Treasurer to issue checks in payment
of all claims.

Yes:

No:
Absent:

Yes:

No:
Absent:

Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.
none.
Stahl,

Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.
none.
Stah l.

Resolution declared adopted.

Commissioner's Comments
Commissioner Pitts shared the news that the Highland Festival Committee had decided that even though a full
festival is not being held this year, there will be some events the Friday of the traditional Highland Festlval
weekend, to be held from 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. She also noted that May L, 2027 is Keep Alma Beautiful
clean-up day.

Commissioner Allman explained that the Pine River Arts Council and Lucky MacDuck Committee have
tentatively set the Lucky MacDuck race for the 1't Saturday after Labor Day.
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City Manager Matt Schooley noted the "Put Your Town on the Map" presentation was held that day. Results

will be announced on April 14th.

Mayor Mapes also shared news of an event. The Healthy Pine River Group has partnered with Padnos for a

collection of scrap metal recycling donations in the parking lot of the Alma Library on April 22"d. Proceeds will

go to the Healthy Pine River Group. The collection will be from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. He also mentioned an

upcoming sidewalk chalk art contest, possibly to be held the week before Highland Festival weekend.

lnvitotion to Public

No public comments or questions were received.

Adjournment
Motion by Commissioner Piccolo, seconded by Commissioner Allman, to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 p'm.

Motion carried with a roll call vote.

Yes:

No:
Absent:

Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, and Wernick.
none.
Stahl

yor, City of Alma derson, City Clerk, City of Alma
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